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at every bend  the mfinite delight (rasa ) has infimite lilts,
s0 the journey knows no end

And yet there1s an end to everything — everytime and
everywhere, for how can motion survive in the Eternal Poise
— 1n equibibrium, ever-stil], imperturbable tranquil?

Nonetheless, motion too 15 a reality wherefore the centre
of every milanis ever-resonant with the melody of viraha
the hla of the Infinite comes floa 1ng, ummpeded, 1nto each
finite entity The drop in the Deep and the Deep in the drop
both are true — at one and the same time

Therefore, just as the pain of mraha lurks at the heart of
mlan, even so, the angwish of wiraha outflowers as the eternal
bliss of Mahamilan, the Last Mergence At the point of this
final dissolution 1n the Timeless the drop and the Deep
become, indeed, one, butin the hla 1n Time a gulf sull
persists which, even when bridged, seems unbndgeable In
other words, at ey ery clasp of m: an even when a part of the
hiatus 15 spanned, a part of 1t still survives which never comes
toanend in endless Time Indeed the attainment (prapti)
does come, but only to be overtaken by thevoid (abhava} once
more so the quest can startover again  Fuifilment and frustra-
tion ( bhava and abhira ) are, 1ndeed, both equally indispensable
to the continuance of the Play Thisis the glorious glory of
Mahabhava the Identity in time even when one attains, the
longing for attatnment remarns unfulfilled even when one
sees, the thirst for seeing stays unslaked

Nevertheless, through viraha also the Yoga ( contact ) may
still be perpetuated and this marvellous Yoga 1s rendered
possible by the dynamics of the will  Bue for this, my will and
His must both cooperate  When He withdraws His Will, the
Yoga cannot come about, no more than when I decline to will
1t, persomilly  The will of either 1s Indispensable, though not
conflict, because surrender can only happen when 1t 1s
voluntary Inthe last analysis, however, surrender 1nvolves
not the renunciation of the personal will but only 1ts trans
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formation My will then becomes one with His— which 15
the Yoga If my will were erased at the outset, this Yoga
could not be established and there would only be His relation-
less Potse (sthit1) When, however, surrender 1s achteved, my
personal will cannot exist as a separate entity for then His
Will becomes mine and I can only want what He waats, so
when pain comes I must accept it as His Whll, nay, even
rejoice to accept cverything that comes from Him Thisis
the Yoga expenienced 1n viraha even asin milan  Mira 1s the
Yogint of this Yoga

From Mira s own testtmony we gather that Indira 1s her
1ntimate friend and comrade pilgrim on the Eternal Pilgrimage
Indtira has yet to realse this but Mira 1s fully alive to 1t, being
fully conscious of having attained the Haven One can get an
inkling of this mystic secret from the extraordinary authonity
she wields over Indira

Some people may dismiss— as an incredible miracle— the
phenomenon of Mtra s appearing before Indira to sing to her
and lead her “ day after marvellous day But I am persuaded
that here there 1sno valid reason for scepticism Men are
acquainted with the sense-world, the perceptible world of
fact But none who know will dare deny that this matersal
world 1s profoundly pervaded by and interlocked with a
super-sensuous and immaculate world radiant with the light
of a supernal Consciousness (atind sya  chudalokojvala,
shuddhasattvamasa razya) But till one acquires the nward-
gazing vision ( antarmukhs drishl ) one must seek 1n vain for a
clue to this supraphystcal world and 1ts laws and data

One 1s reminded, incidentally, of Samnt Teresa Once,
while she was hving clotstered 1n 2 Toledo Convent, Mother
Mary of the Angels called on her to deliver an important
message St Teresa was at the time writing her famous book,
Interior Castle Engrossed in her work, she had just started
on a fresh page when the wviitor called But no sconer
_had she taken off her spe.tacles in order to receive the
message than she went off into a samadh: and stayed m 1t
self absorbed, for several hours Mother Mary overawed, did
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ehe caught o glhimpze of her fzce, She stopped, amazed: St
Tereea’s {ace waz slluminsted erth an intencs highs 2 che
went on wnung rapdly winbour pausmng onte o revise or
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Thereafter St, Terest kneeled and prayed for full three hours
hefore going to hed *

Such authoritative accounts, duly authenticated, are on
record in the mystic literature of various countries. I bave
myself some personal experience of phenomena such as these,
So 1 am persuaded, 1 repeat, that there is no rational
justifieation for discrediting Mira's coming to Indira in petson,
singing to her and leading her day by day.

in fine, 1 cherish a hope that sympathetic readers,
connolateurs and devotees willall savour delightedly these
nectarous outpourings conveyed through the three offerings ¢
Shrutanjali, Premanjalt and Sudhanjal,

SHRIL GQPJNATH KaAvIRA],
September, 1956 2/A Sigra
Banaras.

T Loabte WadOn tn B Tarena’s  Interior Catle }, Tath
Frawsrmin o 0t ¥ Tather Tenvdiot




PREFACE

As the two previous volumes of Indira Davi’s devotional
songs entitled, Shrutanjah and Premanjah have been acclaimed
by hundreds of devotees and discerning critics, I feel happy to
present a third volume of her soulful poems These, I trust,
will be as welcome to her readers and, 1n especial, to those
who have seen her dance ecstatically to some of these songs to
the accompaniment of my singing

The last s1x songs have been accorded a place here as they
derive, cssentially, from a spiritual inspiration even though
their message 15 patriotic  Of these, three were translated by
her 1n 1950, from the ongtnal Bengali songs composad by
Bengal s famoug poet and dramatist, Dwyendralal Roy, fifty
vearsago The hymn to Ganga (p 138) 1s rendered from
Dwyendralal s famous Bengali song which Pundit Madan
Mohan Malaviya was wont to ask me to sing to him whenever
we met ( And everytime I sang it he used to say, bis eyes
glistening with unshed tears “ Every Hindu should know
this by heart ) These four songs were published 1n
Shrutanzali but as this book 1s now unavatlable, I have thought
fit to 1nclude them 1n the present collection The song on
page 143 has been translated by my daughter disciple from a
Bengalt song of mine and can be sung in the tune of
Marseallaise

At the end 1 have appended a sheaf of her songs
translated into English ( as well as a few beautiful poems she
wrote 1n Englsh ) These are intended pnimanly for her
appreciative friends 1n the West For these a separate
index has been given at the end for their conventence
Mahamahopadhyaya Shn Gopinath Kaviray revered by
thousands 1o India, has put us under a deep debt by writing for
Sudhanjali a luminous Foreword whose beauty and profundity
will, doubtless, be appreciated by all who are moved by the
appraisement of 2 man of God endowed with true spimtual
vision Shrimati Soma Tulwar of Kanpur has put us under
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a debt by translating Shr1 Gopinath's Foreword into Hind: and
Shr1 Aina helped 1n typing out the translations We thank
also our dear sister, Shrimati Savitrs Kbanna, Shri Varma and
Pundit Pandharmath Mukunda Dangre of Maharashtra
Rashtrabhasha Prachar Samiti, Poona, for having so lovingly
helped us 1n revistng the spelling and punctuation of these
bhajans Last, but not the least, we thank dear and energetic
brother, M, J Shaham for having helped us n so many ways
But for his imtiative this book could never have come out
before the blessed birthday anmversary celebration o
Indira Devi on March 26, 1958

DILIP KUMAR ROY

Han Knshna Mandir

Holi Purmtma Ganesh Khind Road
March, 5, 1958 Poona—5
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Suppliant
Celestial Minstrel
Supplication
Heart-ache
Yearning

Celestial Chameleon

By D.K.R.

( Shrutanjali, kaliyin jo mahake) 147
{ Shrutanjali, tu gxye ji ) 148
( Premanjali, kunjana ban sun3}) 150
{ Premanjali, phagunaki ritu ayi) 151
{ Premanjali, shanta gagana men) 152

SUDHANJALI

( kiyun miatiki kaya men, 11 p.) 153

Everliving ( kiyun naina tarasen, 7 p. } 154
The Gopi & the Mother ( mai yashodi, 14 p.) 155
Janmashtam1 { machi hai dhuma, 51 p.} 156
The Reason ( puckho jo mujhse bola tu, 37p.) 157
The Day of Days  _ { kabhi aisa bhi din hogs, 8 p.) 158
" Nostalgia (dekhen bata tihari, 5 p.) 159
Grace Resistless ( bari karung ha apér, 41 p ) 160
In All Humility { sharanagata hain, 92 p.) 161

Tdentity
., The Way of Love
" The Ache
The Condition
Sanguine
1~ The Last prayer
. The Boon of Boons
Love's Secret
Answered
« Prop
%, Reckless
Al SGDunels
¥ai Hind
%%

{najinu kya hun mai, 36 p.) 162
{ man re chhora de tu, 45p. ) 163
{ tujhe paneki dsha taj, 14 p.) 164
( bathe bhagase, 92p.) 165
( aj prabhu ghara ayenge, 70 p.) 166
(mera man sard mkal far, Xp. | W67

{ kahate sunte, 43 p.) 168
( sun ri sakhi tohe, 66 p. ) 169
( kitni dur hai aur, 90 p.) 170 ¢

( tum doge ikbar hari, 89 p.) 171,
( jo man de diy3, 58 p.) -
{ ham bharatake, 142 p.) 1
{jivan hai piyi jis live, 144 p.) :
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Insistence {ye phir 1hdin hari, 110 p ) 175
Saviour . (dol rah: hai, 114 p.) 176
Fulfilled { man anand bhayo, 16 p.) 177
Brindaban (ab chal uspér chale, 116 p } 178
The Supreme Dancer {dekh sakhury, 123 p } 179
His pledge { mere hriday3 base, 125p. } 180
To Krishna (he Govinda he Gopal, 125 p ) 180
The Eternal Compamon  {Sakht vo pisa atd hat, 120 p.} 181
Love's Call ({ man reaosar, 128 p,) 182
The Vow {1kdin tum aoge, 133 p.} 183
The Claim ( ma:t Govinda Govind, 130p ) 185
The Everliving (Labhi aise din bhr the, 131 p.) 186
The Attainment ( 5ja sahht marsdjan piyo, 132 p. ) 187
‘The Certitude (tum i )ini, 133p ) 188
The Conversion {ma1 dekhat rahy, 134 p ) 189
Imminent ( prabhu ghraea ayenge, 135 p ) 191
‘The Eternal City { ab cha! bas Govinda ki, 115p.) 192
Call and Answer { kaisi lagana lagana laga:, 137 p ) 193
. Poems by Indira Devi (pp 194-202)

These poems were composed by Indira Devs at different
times The first poem was composed 1n New Yorh on the
occaston of the birthday of her dear friend, Miss Manda Oakes
—in 1933, The second and third poem were also composed in
Amenca, each describing a deep mystic experience The rest
were composed n India and published 1n her Shrutanjali, now
out of print. '
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THE SUPPLIANT

When buds wake, wafting fragrance,
Bees from afar will come.
When bulbuls thrill and warble,

The spring will laugh in bloom. -

‘When rivers, singing, canter, ~

Into the deep they enter.
When moths bewail the darkness,
A flame will star the gloom.

Beloved I' Iache, forlorn, still
For thy advent in blind pain,
As the chatak waiting nightly

Dawn-clouds with their boon of rain.

My wistful eyes for thee
Keep vigil sleeplessly.
My life, O Love, is futile,
If thou concealed remain.

O hark to my prayzr, Compassion!
Dasterd, weveah oy Fse

Or tell me why my yearning
Still fails to attain thy Grace.

O thou, my soul’s one kin
And King who callst, unseen
Mira to thee surrenders :
Make her thine own apace.



gutafer
CELESTIAL MINSTREL

Sing, Sing thou, without pause, sing on !
Unslaked the thirst 1s 1n my beart
My soul's, ;ndeed, entranced and yet
My mind’s still conscious of thine art.

Oh, how thy songs make heave my breast
With a nameless mystsc ecstasy !
How they evoke, withal, deep down,
A sweet and sighing memory
And vamisbed trails of 2 sunken past
Accost with a fragrant wistfulness,
As the rhythms of thy haunting strains
Cradle my heart’s 1n a deep caress,

So sing on, Love, sing ever on
Of themes divine, mnviolate.

‘The wortld’s athrill and yet * encare *
Cries Mira’s soul insatiate,

Yea, sing thou on and let not silence
Intervene nor, Friend, depart ,

My soul’s, indeed, entranced and yet
My mind’s still conscious of thine art,

The babblings of the brook and the koels®
Tuolls are wafrad. oo, the wnd
And murmurs, echoing what thou singst,
To earthlings Beauty's message send
‘Thine 1mprovisings fare ever on
As the mountatn-whiff that knows no wall 3
For once let's dre to shadows here
Responding to the Gleam's own calL
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Set all afire, set all afire !
For ’tis a fire that heals all pain :
Let the flame in me merge in the moon
And earthly ash on carth remain,
Sing on and on and let not silence
Iutervene nor, Friend, depart =
My Soul’s indeed entranced and yet
My mind's still conscious of thine art.

The pearls thou rainest as thou singst
Are culled by the breezes near and far
And, twinkling, they are sown in sky
Till every song breaks into a star !
When thou even croonest, flowers outpetat
And drink in what thy tunes outwell
And all eyes glisten with tears and hearts
Grow numb with a bliss ineffable.

Make flow thy songs and ring in Heaven's own.

Nectar as rippling melody,
Only grant, Lord, may this [ know :
‘Wherever thou art the world shall be.
Yea, sing ever on and let not silence
Intervene nor, Friend, depart :
My soul’s indeed entranced and yet
My mind’s still conscious of thine art.
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CELESTIAL MINSTREL

Sing, Sing thou, without pause, singon '
Unslaked the thirst 1s in my heart.
My soul’s, mndeed, entranced and yet
My mind’s st1ll conscious of thine art.

Oh, how thy songs make heave my breast
With a nameless mystic ecstasy {
How they evoke, withal, deep down,
A sweet and sighing memory
And vanished trails of a sunken past
Accost with a fragrant wistfulness,
As the rhythms of thy haunting strains
Cradle my heart's in a deep caress,

So sing on, Love, sing ever on
Of themes divine, inviolate.

“The world's athrill and yet * encore *
Cries Mira’s soul insatiate.

Yea, sing thou on and let not silence
Intervene nor, Friend, depart ;

My soul’s, indeed, entranced and yet
My mind’s sull conscious of thine art.

The babblings of the brook and the koels’
Trills are wafted on the wind
And murmurs, echoing what thou singst,
To earthlings Beauty's message send.
Thine improvisings fare ever on
As the mountain-whiff that knows no wall 3
For once let's die to shadows here
Responding to the Gleam's own call,
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Set all afire, set all afire |
For "tis a fire that heals all pain :
Let the flame in me merge in the moon
And earthly ash on earth remain,
Sing on and on and let not silence
Intervene nor, Friend, depart :
My Soul’s indeed entranced and yet
My mind’s still conscious of thine art.

The pearls thou rainest as thou singst
Are culled by the breezes near and far
And, twinkling, they are sown in sky
Till every song breaks into a star !
When thou even croonest, flowers outpetal
and drink in what thy tunes outwell
And all eyes glisten with tears and hearts
Grow numb with a bliss ineffable.

Make flow thy songs and ring in Heaven's own
Nectar as rippling melody,
Only grant, Lord, may this I know :
Wherever thou art the world shall be,
Yea, sing ever on and let not silence
Intervene nor, Friend, depart :
My soul's indeed entranced and yet
Ay mindissilhrnetinwfithinr .
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SUPPLICATION

Leaving thy Brindaban bereaved,
Must thou fare far away ?

Beloved, couldst thou not yet awhile
Consent with us to stay ?

Were I the Jumna's purling waves :
When thou wouldst bathe therein,

1 would babble, circling round thy feet,
In raprure, O Evergreen !

Were I 2 flute, upon thy lips
Of nectar would I hover

And, drawing my breath from thine, grow ona
Whth thee, O dateless Lover

‘Were I 2 koel, when thou wouldst, singing,
Graze thy cows afield,

How through my echoing trills thy songs®
Glory would be revealed

Were I a pearl, how into a hundred
Pearls, Lord, would I break !

And, set in a garland, tremble on
Thine ange! - envied neck,

But Mira 1s nor thy blessed flute
Nor koel, pzarl nor stream :
And how could she, a pauper, reach

For thee, O starland’s dream !

And yet perhaps some day wile thou,
In compassion, lean to me,

When I shail srill proclaim: I live
And pine for none but thee. ™
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HEART-ACHE

The spring is reborn once again ...
hark how the kocls sing {

But with whom shall ], friend, sport swhen absent
is my heart's one King?

If He would only come, my Swain,
I should in beauty flower

And knit my blouse with silver moon's
own beams at this dream hour,

For my lips I'd pluck the tender smile
of the opening rose at morn

And rob the blue of stars at eve
my garland to adorn,

But alas, He's far away and the cool
of night like fire burns!

Oh, why stays He away from one
wha only for him yearns?

If He now came, Him [ would hail
with my love's deepest boon

And my chaplet woven with dream-buds would
give Him, my night’s one moon.

I'd bathe with tears of ecstasy
His twin feet travel-sore

And my life and soul shall be His throne
And altar evermore,

The spring’s abroad ... wake longings but
... alas, who shall fulfil

My destiny — when He is far,
my Lord in woe and weal?

If He came back to me, how would
I thrill and him address?

‘Would I not be delirious with
delight to view His face ?
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‘Would not my everv limb become
His quivering flute of bliss 7
And my rapturous heart be burnt to dust
His dawn-—tose feet to hiss ?

Oh, why ask, friend ? Behold ! the spring
1s calling, but where 1s He ?

For whom shall I live of He will
come back no more to me ?

34

YEARNING

In the tranquil skies outspread the wings
Of his honeyed flute of harmony !
Inflaming all hearts how he sings
And maddens them to ecstasy !

Intoxicate, the damsels run,
Their anklets ringing 1n delight,
To vision him, the peerless Sun,
Who rends the ancient pall of Night [

The music s wafted on the wings
Of breeze, and Mira s heart, a thnll,
Responds to the call of the King of kings,
Her Lord on earth 1n woe and weal

She sings  * O grant that I may seek
Refuge at thy twin dawn-rosc feet
And may my lore lfe find the Umque
‘The Deep, wherein all heart —streams meet ™

Our barren waste he comes to storm

‘With his rich assault of beauty and song
The Formless wears the mask of Form

For this the eyes of Mira long

A whurl of fire his anklets shed
And yet tis not a fire that burns !
She dreads as the tongues of flame invade
And st1ll 1n 1t to merge she yearns !
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3.

CELESTIAL CHAMELEON

The blue’s own light, lo, crystallised
In a frail frame of alien<clay |

A fragile bird of passage won
The clue to the Everlasting Day !

He comes, the great Guest, in our world’s
Deep hour of need, 1n a mortal cast,
Only the blessed ones know Him :
A ruby sparkling in the dust |

Whenever the boat of earth is lashed

By Maya's waves in the oceaned Night,
Incognito, He comes, the Pilot,

To steer her home to the Haven of Light,

Some say — He's Ram; some call Him Krishna;
He is the Guru — some others claim;

He’s Shiva, the Dancer — some announce;
Some chant — He's Uma, the Mother of Flame

“He's the holy Ganga — some aver;
Some hold — He's Radha, Beauty's Queen {
But Mira sings : * All all art thou,
Here and hereafter — everdreen.

* In myriad forms thou comst to play,
Celestial Chameleon !

Fathomless are thy lilts and sheens:
All all is thy dominion.

“ The sages vision thee in trance;

Prophets thy mandates come to proclaim ;
The saints thy glory promulgate

And kings build high shrines in thy Name.
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Would not my every limb become
His quivering flute of bliss ?

And my rapturous heart be burnt to dust
His dawn-rose feet to kiss ?

Oh, why ask, friend ? Behold I the spuing
15 calling, but where 1s He ?

For whom shall I [ive if He will
come back no more to me ?

YEARNING

In the tranquil skies outspread the wings
Of his honeyed flute of harmony |
Inflaming all hearts how he sings
And maddens them to ecstasy |

Intoxicate, the damsels run,
Their anklets ringing 1n delight,
To viston him, the peerless Sun,
‘Who rends the ancient pall of Night |

The music s wafted on the wings
Of breeze, and Mira's heart, a thnll,
Responds to the call of the King of kings,
Her Lord on earth 1n woe and weal

She sings ' O grant that I may seek
Refuge at thy twin dawn tose feet
And may my lone Iife find the Umque,
The Deep, wherein all heart — streams meet ™

Our barren waste he comes to storm

‘With his rich assault of beauty and song
The Formless wears the mask of Form

For this the eyes of Mira long

A whurl of fire his anklets shed
And yet " t1s not a fire that burns 1
She dreads as the tongues of flame 1nvade
And still 1n 1t to merge she yearns !
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CELESTIAL CHAMELEON

The blue's own light, lo, crystallised
In a frail frame of alien clay !

A fragile bird of passage won
The clue to the Everlasting Day !

He comes, the great Guest, in our world’s
Deep hour of nezd, in a mortal cast.
Only the blessed ones know Him :
A ruby sparkling in the dust !

‘Whenever the boat of earth is lashed

By Maya's waves in the oceaned Night,
Incognite, He comes, the Pilot,

To steer her home to the Haven of Light,

Some say — He's Ram; some call Him Krishna;
He is the Guru — some others claim;
He's Shiva, the Dancer — some announce;
Some chant — He's Uma, the Mother of Flame.

"He's the holy Ganga — some aver;

Some hold — He's Radha, Beauty’s Queen;
But Mura sings: * Allall art thou,

Here and hereafter — evergrezn.

* In myriad forms thou comst to play,
Celestial Chameleon |

Fathomless are thy hilts and sheens:
All all is thy dominion.

*The sages vision thee in trance;

Prophets thy mandates come to proclaim ;
The saints thy glory promulgate

And kings build high shrines in thy Name,
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Whoever has once surrendered, Lord,
Into thy hands his destiny,

Is ministered to by thyself
The Divine obeys the devote '™

Mira, thy slave from age to age,
Appeals  * O thou unfailing Friend
Come back once more be born, Love, 1n
My midmght soul — her dark to end

THE EVERLIVING

Why must my eyes still yearn for thee,
If thou restde, Lord, 1n the soul ?
If thou be close to earth and Ufe,
Why loomest thou as 2 phantom goal ?

And yet thou threbst 1n every 1mage,
On every censer thy flame glows,
In the restless honey-bee thou singest
And blushest in the opeming rose

Thou art the power of sceptred Kings

And the strength behind the mighty throng,
‘The answering fervour of aspirants

And contemplatives’ vision and song

On happy lips " t1s thy smile hovers,

In beauty's rarnbow tears thou gleamst :
Thou blessest with thy peace and joy

And through the fire of pain redeemst,

Thou twinklest in the stars on hagh.

And darhlest in the deep abyss :
Thou art the lover and beloved

And passton's world-effacing kiss
O artful Stealer of our hearts |

O Princz of light and lovelipes<
Mira will stake her all to win

The last asylum of thy Grace
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THE GOPI AND THE MOTHER

“ Mother Yashoda; your little Krishna
Is truly an imp, I claim,

He foments mischief everywh-ere,
Yea, lost to all sense of shame.

He is dark of face and dark’s his mind
He was born in the darkest night

And yet, behold, the moon grows pale
Beside beauty’s light !

He is full of wiles, a stealer of hearts,
No simple child js he
‘With you and me he feigns to play,

‘While holding the eternity -

“The Mother said : * To my son as the Lord
They bow, the devotees:
. He knows what passes in every heart
Though none knows who He is.

The Saviour of the derelict, He's
The Beloved of all who love:
THe Sustarner of'tie worly’ dus come

As the Guest of the world, from above.

He's One and Many, the Idol and altar
And the worshipper, too,is He !

Smiles Mira : ¥ O Mother, peerless is this
Thy Child of Eternity 1"



JANMASHTAMI
( Burth of Knishna )

Hark, 1n Brindaban s carmival
The conchs all blow and bells all ring [
‘' Glory to our great Yashoda Queen,
A Prince 1s born I — they dance and sing [

Proud Yamuna babbles to the winds
¢ I bewed a way in ¥ breast aheave
For Him who, last night, from on high
Was sent — whom we must hail, receive ™"

But the stmple maids, beholding Him
In the cradle, smiling guilelessly,
Fail ta divine that t1s He rules
The spaces and eternity

They know not — His frail arms can wield
The power dark demon-hordes to slay
Nor picture how His tiny feer
Once spanned the universe, 1n play,

Nor yet surmise — He 11 grow to steal

All hearts and therrs and this world shall
Forget 1ts load of cates when He

The worldlings with His Flute will call

How can they guess — He 1s the King
And the Primal cause of all that 1s,

How know — all things that twinkle or shine
Denve therr radiance from His ?

Thig, Queen Yasodha's truant child,
Is the Resident of Radha's heart,

At whose twin feet asylum seeks
Mra to play her humble part,
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THE REASON

They ask : * For whom do you sing your songs
Far ever, endlessly 7

Whether one harks or no — you go on
Pouring your melody !

For whom does the heart still brood and long,
Sweet koels warble the boughs among,
Blossom the buds in hues® display,

The rivers dance on — who can say 7

And yet they 'l ask : ** For whom do you sing
For ever, endlessly ?

Whether one harks or no ~— you go on
Pouring your melody "

For whom do bulbuls ¢trill and trill

And plumaged peacocks sway, athrill,
The clouds, , sleep~walkers, saunter on
And priest winds fare from dusk to dawn ?

And yet they'll ask : * For whom do you sing
For ever, endlessly ?

‘Whether one harks or no — you go on
Pouring your melody I **

For whom stays rapt in trance the saint,
Cames the artist spring our earth to paint ?
For whom do the skies, aflush, awake

_And trees in laughter of green outbreak ?

And yet they'llask : ** For whom do you sing
For ever, endlessly ?

Whether one harks or no — you go on
Pouring your melody !
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Why pines for the Lord His devotee,
Desolate —everlastingly ?

Why appeals the heart to the viewless star
And the ways of love are what they are ?

And yet they'llask  * For whom do you sing
For ever, endlessly ?

W hether one harhs or no — you go on
Pouning your melody 1

THE DAY OF DAYS

Shall the marvellous day, Lord, ever break when
I'll lean on none but thee ?

When my fears and destres all gone, I, havened |
At thy feet will be 7

“When counting the fading stars, I'll wart
Thy Advent's golden Dawn ?

When, without thee, suns and moons shall lcom
Like far orbs shadow.spun »

‘When, a mendicant 1n thy Name, I will sing
The glory sleeplessly ?

Shatl the marvellous dav, Lord, ever break when
I will Jean on none but thee ?

‘When, discarding the painted shells on the shore,
Ishall plunge 1n thy oceaned Grace,

And every drop of my being mirror
Thy blue loveliness?

‘When, rapt 1n thy Love, the lesser loves
Of the world I shall forget

And,versed 1n thy ways divine, no more
For our human ways will fret ?

‘When pain and joy and hfe and death
‘Wil seem all one to me -

Shall the marvellous day, Lord, ever break when
I will lean on none but thee ?
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Oh, when at a mere chance mention, Love,
Of thy Name my tears shall flow
And my mind and heart and breath perceive
Thy fragrance and thy glow?
Whether thou claim me or repel,
Consign me to doom or save :
I am thine, O my Salvation! asylum "
At thy feet I crave.
Take all I have, all I surrender:
My owner unique thou be :
May the marvellous day now break, Lord, when
1 will lean on none but thee,

NOSTALIA

I strain my eyes for one dear glimpse of thee.
From dawn to dusk I still gaze yearningly

On the far horizon : reveal thyself to me [

Clouds pour but in the rains : mine eyes for aye,
Without thee suns and moons no gleam display.
Oh, come Lord, come to light the derelict’s way.

In myriad forms I sec thy shadow vast,
But elusive like the moonbeams in rills glassed.
When wilt thou be mine own, Love, first and lase ?

Glory nor fame, wisdom nor youth is mine :
\What can I offer a+ thy feer divine ?
I have only installed thy Name in my heart’s shrine.
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GRACE RESISTLESS

The Grace of the Lord ts fathomless, friend !
Sustains me ever His Grace:

Even as zephyr—around my life
Hovers His Joveliness.

In my soul’s lawn I have planted the sced
Of the last renunciation

And the tree 1s born fed by faith’s sap,
With flowers as love's oblation

His Grace upheaves ltke clouds from earth
To descend 1n our eyes as tears

Wherewith I drench my heart and lo,
Comes spring outlawing all fears f

My life 15 a boat, His narge the oar,
‘The pearls of viston 1nvite,

And desires flicker like glow-worms® gleams,
For my guide s the Master's Faght,

Mara 1s homesick and every night
To her seems long hike a year:

But she knows her bark shall come to port,
For Fis Grace has come to steer.
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IN ALL HUMILITY.

Refuge I seek, Lord, at thy door
In all humility:

Whatever I be - I am thy child
And everlastingly.

All merits thine: a cipheram I':
In the heart thou comst to abide. 4
T know not even the morrow’s fate,
But in all thou dost preside.
Lead me by the hand to the Goal of goals:
In the maze I cannot see :
Refuge I seek, Lord, at thy door
In all humility,

I draw 1n pain my every breath
And stumble time and again :

I take one step and then fall back
How can I thee attain ?

‘Who but thyself can save — redeem
‘Thé darkness momently ?

Refuge I seek, Lord, at thy door
In all humility,

Who hold thee with the chain of Love
And call with the strength of thy Name,
To them thou, Master, must belong,
As the King his vassals can claim.
Knowledge nor prayer nor power [ crave :
Reveal thyself to me.
Refuge I seek, Lord, at thy door
Inall humikity.
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IDENTITY

1 know not whoor whatIam:
How can I tell you, friend ?
¢ Tis a mystery I fail to solve,
A veil I cannot rend.

Sometimes I think I am His magic ’
Flute's own melody,

Or a dart released from His Name's bow,
Ammed at etermty

Sometimes 1 feellam a song
Sung by a devotee,

The victory a lover wins
By losirg joyously.

Bat this I know . I am a nought,
All allin the world with Him 1s fravght.
I know not who or what I am -
How can I tell you, fiend ?
* Tis a mystery I fail to solve,
A veil I cannot rend

Sometimes Ifeel I am a tear
In His adorer’s eye,

Or a firefly twinkling, beckoning
To a pilgnm of the sky:

Or a garland offered at His feet,
‘Where we our refuge claim,

Or a happy lyre's blessed string,
Resonant to his Name.

But this I know * I am a nought,
Allallin the world with Fim 1s fraught.
Iknow not whoor what I am

How can I tell you, friend ?
“Tis 2 mystery I faal to solve,

A vallcannot rend,
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I am Mira, maid of Brindaban,
Proud Mevar's queen, they say.

Nay, dust am I of the feet of saints,
His attendant night and day :

Ever a plaything in His hands,
To His will I surrender;

On His Grace’s branch I am a clinging
Creeper fratl and tender.

But then I know : I am a nought,
All all in the world with Him is fraughs.
I know not who or what T am,
How can I tell you, friend ?
*Tis a mystery I fail to solve, -
A veil I cannot rend

THE WAY OF LOVE

O Soul, your pride eschew.
How will you learn to tread love's way
‘When you know not how to woo ?

Conning the scriptures evermore,
You, fool, but the dark blind alleys explore
“'Tis not the oases they shall win
Who chimeras still pursue,

‘Why waste your days on vanities,
‘When every moment the shadows increase 7
In this world’s welter the wasted years
No power can ever renew.

Whatever you seek — claim here and now,
Fill the heart with His Grace’s golden glow,
May your love’s own story 1n life now find
Fuifilment deep and true.
How long must you still vacillate?
Sings Mira : ' The hour 1s big with Fate,"”
“Whth renunciation’s dart slay self " —
Hark, call the saints to you!
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THE ACHE

*“Lead me to the Goal, ' I ery no more =
I ask for strength to trea’d the Way.
I crave not for thy boon of peace :
To be havened at thy feet I pray.

Grant : 1 may savour thy nectar of Grace,
Solvent of all that stands between,
And may thy Heaven's own gong ring out
The world’s dark anarchy of din |

‘With thy Name's all-consuming Fire
My dross burn everlastingly.
May my love’s longing wane no more,

. Were even the air to cease to be

1 fear not pain nor joy desire,

Hope not for Iife nor death now dread.
Virtue and sin are one to me,

Ennui or zest for me are dead.

May §, Lord, deep-inebriate

With love, sing only of thy flame
In Brindaban from door to door,

A mendicant 1n tf;y dear Name.

They say : thou, World-sustainer, comst
To redeem our world 1n despond's Nighe :
My soul and world are steeped in gloom :
Flash thy resistless saviour Light {



THE CONDITION

Blessed art thou, O soul, to be born
May not thy days flow by in vain.

Remember—priceless is this life »
Aspire the Goal of goals to attain,

The Vedas are mere words if thou
Stay blind to His Starry secrecies,
The deep of love is rich with shining
Pearls of knowledge : dive, dive for these

The austere disclaim the lure of pelf,
Yet miss the joy of harmony :

So sinks the ego-laden boat
‘The moment she puts out to sea,

The King broods on unhappy in

His royal palace and revelries :
The leatrned lecture on learning, alas,

! Nor know in the heart repose or peace,

Temples can lead none to His Presence,

Nor flotal offerings to His Grace :
Fulfilled are only those who serve Him

And can meet Him face to face,

‘Who, playing the lyres of their hearts,
“Will sing of Him one-pointedly :
To them alone shall come the Lord,
A prisoner of His devotee, -
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SANGUINE

To my home He must come now, my Master,
To answer my call song-tender :

What I never could compass by striving,
I will — through my last surrender.

My eyes, dratned dry now of tears,
No more bike the clouds will rain
I wall meet my Beloved whose beauty
Shall appease my hunger and pain
No more will { try my strength with
‘The One who my strength shall be,
And He'll come as my Guest, the farthful,
To abide for ever with me,

My soul will no more for Him ache now
My pinings and broodings cease:
For the smouldering fire of my yearning
He shall quench with His un.on’s bliss,
None none will T hatl as my darling
But the One who prestdes 1n my heart :
Hatk, hark to His footfali — He's coming
And comtng no more to depart,

He shall not stay far, the Elusive.
Sings Mira - * Hail, hawl, my Love!
Ty mave tich Thee tumpassionate’ ‘Tor ages,
So this thou wilt have to prove.”
Since I by miyself am a cipher,
I will get 2ll I want done by thee .
So come thou must to accept now
My love’s hospitality,

166
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THE LAST PRAYER

You humbled my pride, O Sweet !
And made me a pauper complete
But still will I say :
“Lord! come what may,
All all you have done and ordained
Is good for my soul, O Friend !

You robbed me of peace and delight
And plunged me deep in the Nighe
But still will I say :
“Lord! come what may,
All all you have done and ordained
Is good for my soul, O Friend {

I have lost my sleep and sigh,
By anguish impaled, I exy !
For your love what pain have I borne,
Joyless, hopeless, forlorn}
But still will I'say:
“Lord! come what may,
All all you have done and ordained
Is good for my soul, O Friend!

Only one boon now I crave :
in my %ast ‘nour, TOME YO XxvR
‘Then may { repeat your name
And pray: * O Lord, me reclaim ™
For the last time L say:
“Iord! come what may,
Al all you have done and ordainag
Is good for my soul, O Friend {
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THE BOON OF BOONS

For ages, fool, you have sifted and weighed
And missed, alas, the clue to Fis will
You counted the river’s waves from the bank

And so your heart stays tharsty still

You conned the Vedas, questioned scriptures,
And misread therr pregnant messages

For long you joyed 1n playing with words,
With the void to fill soul s emptaness!

The priceless years have vainly passed

And now the dusk looms on your road
Because you only dallied and paitered,

You have missed the clue to His last Abode

The stars and moons and suns have flashed
And warned you against the darkling doom

But your eyes you never once opened and so
You are way-lost 1n your world of gloom ¢

Drowning 1n midstream, still you fancied —

Your boat of dream to the harbour bad come .
You loved to revel in wayside inms

And so missed, alas, the clue to your Homel

The sleepy are tethered to their sleep,
The covetous to power and peff,

‘The kings dote on their pomp and throne,
The pleasure-hunter on youth and self

But Mura only aches for thee,
Thy vision and thine union

Let those who will —seek lesser loves
But she has staked her all for the One



LOVE'S SECRET

“Friend, shall ] tell you how I wooed
And won the Lord 1 love ?
How He, for whom pine mighty szints,
Smiled on me, from above ?

I knew but one code, trod one path,
Alone to the Alone.

‘They worship Him as King of kings :
I claimed Him for my own.

The sages seek Him far and near
And still sigh enfulfilled ;

I searched Him in my yearning heart
And there He stood revealed!

I conned no books—an alien
To high austerties.

I gladly hailed what He ordained :
My joys and miseries.

The learned fail to fathom Him,
The Vast and Mysteried :

He answered because to Him I called
My waylost soul to lead.

How can I, O friend, plumb His ways ?
Can a bird ever span the space?

1 only fell at His lotus-feet
And He gave me refuge, in Grace.

1 cried for Him as cries for the mother
The infant in deep night,

And compelied, He leaned like sky to earth,
In love’s divine delight.

R N
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ANSWERED

How far, O Pilot, 1s the port?
How far's the journey's end ?

I ask and ask...but why dost thou
Not speak, my mystic Friend ?

The daytides wane...blue shadows fall...
The shore recedes...I hear no call,..
My Iife’s lamp flickers...my bark 1s rocked...
When will this darkness end ?
My heart beats fast...but still, alas,
‘Thou answerest tot, my Friend !

The black clouds lour...my boat is frail...
Trapends a storm 2., Why hoist the sail?
Lo, waters swirl...but thou beginst
To play thy Flute, O Friend,
With a cryptic smile when I ask thee -
How far still is the end ?

I know but httle...I only see

‘Thou takest 1n tow my destiny...

‘Whatever thou with ordain I'l! haijl
As best for me, n the end :

I give myself...make me thine own,
T'll ask no more, O Friend |
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PROP

Thou wilt, Lord, some day, come to me,
In Grace and come to stay.

1 lean on none but thee : thou wilt
Make me thine own, some day.

I'll take thy Name in every breath,
Count the hours, and sleeplessly

‘Will pluck the stars from sky at night
And a garland weave for thee.

‘With aspiration’s blooms I'll deck
My heart’s inviolate shrine

And kindle my soul’s own lamps and blow
Love's conches hyaline.

‘With my doots all open, I'll wait, athrill,
Thy visit to my abode :

I lean on none but thee and pray :
Bear thou my life'sdeep load !

T'll cherish thy dream-flute in my heart
In wistful memory

_And lest the dream break—my life shall
Become a dream of thee.

Disclaiming all who are dear to me,
To thy feet will I cling:

Let the world grow dim or me disown,
I'll adore but thee, my King {

“Through cycles of birth I pined for thee :
Come now my thirst tosiake :

I lean on none but thee, still vowed
For thee my all to stake.

I know not if thy union will
Fulfil me or erase:

I'll sing thy name everlastingly
To glimpse for once thy Face.

U
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I yearn to be thy slave and sigh
For naught else here below

11 bear all pam for thee and hail
‘Whatever thou wilt bestow

O Mira's Lord ! assure me thou
‘Wilt claim me for thy own

Ilean on none but thee on earth,
I Iive for thee alone

THE RECKLESS

If you gave your heart to Him, O fool,

How dare you clain “ It 1s nune still1'"
Can the soul, once given to Laight, accept

To be ruled again by dark self-will ?

‘Why must you waver or repine,
Knowing—he wins who stabes hisall
How shall ke, who's afraid to lose,
Ever aspire to answer His call ?

Palter no more at His twin feat
Surrender afl all you possess
‘Who give with both hands are fulfilled :
Who guard therr hoardings mss His Grace.

Sings Mira  * To Him hark back, O fool,
And not to the ego's promptings vain
Or offer your head 1n your own bands,
Or stay away from Love s doman.”
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SENTINELS

We are India's sleepless sentinels,

Strength of her sinews, her heart’s delighe:
Jealous of her soul's inviolate honour,

Sons we remain to our Mother of might.

Qur banner will flash in peace and war,

Truth's oriflamme, even as the morning star:
Qur heads will not bend nor falter our feet,

Like gales we shall chase the hostile cloud :
Marching onward, dauntless, onward,

Death we will wrestle with'brave and proud.

Comrades from birth with storms, we have played
With fires as though in a carnival

Our hands have wielded the bow of lightning,
Power of the sun of courage we call.

Qur banner will flash in peace and war,

X Death we will wrestle with brave and proud.

Bz strait the path or laughing with blooms,

We will to our goal we are vowed to attain
And for our Motherland we, hersons,

The jewels will wrest from the blue’s domain.

Our banner will flash in peace and war,

Death we will wrestle with brave and proud.
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JAL HIND

This ife thou gav'st us, Holy Ind,
‘We will fulfil by serving thee

And, undismayed by hostile hordes,
Thy glory sing everlastingly.

False ate the lovers who vaunt their love,
Unmeeting it on bended knees

Vain are the darts that cleave the skies,
But 1n the end therr targets miss

O Mother of might ! we, thy true sons,

Are no weepmng weaklings born in sio:
Great India’s peak and plinth are we,

Her honour and pride, her soul serene.

Wherever thy beacon gleams, we'll hie,
Nor back to siren phantoms hark :

May the vibrant voice of Truth be ours
‘Whose radiance shall quell the dark.

May we, Iike moths, aspire to burn

And merge 1n thy love’s mystic flame,
Qur eyes still fastened on the Goal

And hearts on thine inviolate Name,

Dread Night's deep barmmcades tramphng, we
Wit march on forward dauntlessly,
Defying the 1ron laws of Doom
And the gum decrees of Destiny.

We'll sport with fire as with rised foams
And even as tampests pervade all:

We hte for thee, O Mozher ! and will
The gladlv errondly canat +ho call
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INSISTENCE

With thee unglimpsed, shall yet another day
Flower and fade once more ?

And this my longing heart still orphaned stay :
Desolate, homesick, sore ?

If I fail to shed my pride, must thou remain
Withdrawn beyond the blue ?

If maya's shroud I strive to rend in vain,
Thou'lt not come me to woo ?

‘Wilt thou not see my love, Beloved, for thee,
Forgiving my flaws of night ?

Knowest thou not how I ache sleeplessly,
Nor joy in life’s delight ?

If I am frail, be thou my strength: lead home
My soul—if I stray far:

Whatever I may be—I am thine: Love! come
To be my pilot star,

Pledged to thyself, to whom else shall I turn
But thee 2—Make me thine own.

Say: how else shall I presume even to yearn
To call thee mine, O Lone!

Oh, shall my days pass everlastingiy,
Hoping, pining in vain?

“ But nay, " sings Mira, * thou must come to me
To heal my agelong pain.

** How wouldst thout me renounce who, for thy sake, *
Renounced my world for thine ?

To one who to glimpse thy Face her all did stake
How couldst thou now decline

“To unveil thy Face 2 Shall yet another day
Flower and fade once more ?

And this my longing heart still orphaned stay :
Desolate, homesick, sore? ™
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SAVIOUR

The boat 1s rocking ... swaying ... O my pilot, where art thou ?
O Saviour Pilot | where art thou?

1 broke away from my dear moonings into the midstream now
QO Saviour Pilot [ come, come now !

My life s lone boat 1s small and frail
How can she weather thander and hail ?

When the waves around all dash, assailing her again and again?
Oh, must I cry for thee 1n vain?

How can 1 fight the winds that howl,
The rain that hisses, clouds that growl?

1t 1s abroad and far thy Shore— I ghmpse no trail of hope
And 1n blind gloom, behold, I grope.

Leave not thy helm of Grace, O Friend |
Nor turn away thy Face in the end

ond the Jumna lead my bark to thine own aty of bliss
Oh steer me home to thy Haven of peace !

Sings Mira ¢ Hark, O Pilot, I pray
* T1s thou sustainest the world, they say
:n how canst thou declhine to save
my ‘boat at the mercy of Fate?
O come—before 1t 1s too late

But nay when thou att, how can [ quail?
‘With love's lamp Iit, how can I wail ?

icue or doom me — L 1l accept, Lord, only make me thine,
O everlasting comrade mine |
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FULFILLED

My Love has come to abide with me

For ever! OFriend, the bliss...the bliss [
In the ocean of life His Grace has steered

My dream boat into His haven of peace !

1 sought Him in idols, temples, shrines,
‘Woods, hills and dales, alas, in vain!
‘With formal rites I worshipped Him
‘With lights and incense again and again.

But woe is me | —never once I heard
His deep response to my lone cry:
Can ever a candle call to stars

And evoke an answer from the sky ?

1 broke my bracelets — disclaimed all

I'd hugged : my kingdom, kin and home
And 1n every street — a mendicant

In His dear Name — 1'd roam and roam

Till the saints revealed to me — how one
Must love the Lord one yearns to see,

And Isang: “ 1 know I'm dark with flaws,
Still T'm thy child and ching to thee, "

So Mira, the derelict, He upraised
And gave asylum at His feet
When, lo, in a flash, the ages ' chains
Fell off —as He came me to greet !
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BRINDABAN

Farewell, our dismal vale of sighs and tears!

We'll wend to His far shore of blessedness.
Farewell, our heart-lost land of fogs and fears!

To acclatm His Brindaban of Gleam and Grace,

Fare far, st1ll far from our doman
‘To His garden where springt:de never can wane,
Beyond the clutch of din and patn,

‘We™ll leave our glooms for His haven
of Gleam and Grace.

‘Where only Love Divine holds sway,

‘Where none sustains defeat 1n play

And the Friend presides for whom all pray,
There we’ll knock at His door of Gleam and Grace.

Where none says- ‘ This is mine alone, ™
Where woe or 1llusion 1s unknown
And children of Light the dark disown,
‘We'll learn there to love 1n His home
of Gleam and Grace.

**Hark, calls the Beloved, " Mira sings,
“Playing the Flute, the King of kings!
“To Him, the Evergreen, on our wings!
*Give all we have to the Lord of Gleam and Grace!”



THE SUPREME DANCER

Behold the dancing Lord of Loveliness !
His anklets ring as alights the King

of Heaven the earth to bless !

Now Radha, beauty’s paragon,
Chants with Knshna, in umson
Her golden bracelets tinkling
and the fountains answer athrill !

In ecstasy, the cuckoos sing,
The atbours beat time murmuring,
The Jumna purls and flowers of spring

their hearts of rapture revealt

There whicls the Flutist, decked wwith blooms,
Aureate, crowned with peacock’s plumes:
They race in joy, Brindaban’s maids,

His choir of bliss to swell !

And Mira s:ngs in a trance of love :
* He calls us all to His dream grove :
Run, run to the Jumaa's bank beyond

our gloom ~— His Gleam to hasl 1™

-



HIS PLEDGE

The King of kings prestdes in my heart

And my loneliness heals with His viewless Grace.
“To my sight, alas, 15 not given His glimpse

But my being 1s flush with His loveliness,

When I think He 1s far, my sad eyesfill,

“When I feel Him close by His touch I'm stirred,
My ears still ouss His anklets’ ning

But my soul vibrates to His lilts unheard.

Love-bound, the dear bond how can I break
Or, disowned by all, disown Him in pain ?
“The Eternal Child with me plays as with sand
And builds and effaces me time and again.

No gifts are mine: wealth, talent nor fame:
He 15 my one dream, my joy, my pelf.
Sings Mura: “ His love is hard to attain
Save by the ones who have exiled self. "

TO KRISHNA, THE EVERGREEN

O thou indwelling all that isT O Soul of ecstasy |
Who com’st to earth to absolve our sins and nights of agony !
O peerless Friend and Lover of all ! thy Grace now I implore!
Asylum of the derelict! I wait, Lord, at thy door.

Thy beauty, like a heavenly lotus, blooms our hearts to steal |
Upon the Jumna's bank thy dream dance sets the world athril
O Gleam of gold, who playest thy flute of bliss everlastingly!
Hark, hark to my appeal, Beloved ! I lean on none but thee,

Compassion 15 thy name, they say and so to thee I turped !
‘Why then must stay thou far away ?

Have I not for thee yearned
From birth to birth — thy wistful eyes

i still longing for thee, sweet !
Mira, thy slave 1n life and death, clings to thy dawn-rose feet,
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THE ETERNAL COMPANION

He comes, O friend, He comes to me :
‘When none are there — steals in my Lord
to keep His Mira company,

When I'm alone— I'm not alone.
For at evetide, when the blue day dies,
He comes, my eyes’ unique dream-jewel,
To flash upon my ravished eyes,

And then in my beart's desolate shrine
Relumes His star-lamps silently :
He comes, my Lord does come to me.

‘When clouds of black despond enring
My way-lost pilgrim soul with Night,
He comes, Compassion’s Moon, and flaods
My darkness with His Beauty’s Light.

And then on my forlorn heart-strings
Plays His immortal melody :
He comes, my Lord does come to me.

"He comes to me, friend, day and night,

The one comrade of my hife and death
And I'll sing on, from age to age,
QFf His deep Grace with my last hreath ¢

How He, the Lover, calls as Love
And thrills my soul everlastingly :
How He, my hord, still comes to me.
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LOVES CALL

Soul ! hatk back time flows by in vamn '’
What deep 1llusion makes you, fool,
Forget His Name again and agan?

Even as fleeting rainbow dreams

Pass days and nights — ephemeral gleams|
Who ever has, with jewels untold,

A vanished hour wooed back again?
Remember momently His Name

May not this hife be Iived in vain!

Will the wealth, you sleeplessly amassed,
Ransom you when you'{l breathe your last ?
Or all this pomp and pride avail
You n your farewell cry of pain?
You think tn centuries — unknowing
‘What the morrow will ordain

Stngs Mira  “ Listen to me, O soul
These maya s joy-rides miss the Geal
‘Whence, destitute, you haitled — there you
Shall go back, destitute, again
And who hnows when the Gong will strike ¢
¢ Recall the fool who lived 1n vain t*

“Love alone can the world reclaim,
Nurse 1n your heart His Name's one Flame 3
This quells our dackness here and lights
Hereafrer the Way to His domain
‘Who conquers self shall conguer all,
Who attarns the Lord sbhall all attain ™
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THE VOW

One day, O Truant, come thou must :
One day thou'lt have to come to me,
Failing to stay away, thou shalt
Abide with me everlastingly.

T know my countless flaws and stns

Have weighed me down beyond recall:
But are thou not 1ncarnate Grace

Who redeemest all who stray or fall ?

Mercy's thy name, 50 how canst thou
Disclaim 1t sternly, ruthlessly?

I know, one day, Lord, come thou must;
One day thou'lt have to come to me,

Glory or pelt crave no more

Nor yearn for this world’s happiness.
I only long for thee and cry *

“ Reveal but once to me thy Face, ™

‘The Love that wins to thee— that Love's
One boon give, I pray sleeplessly.

I know, one day, Lord, come thou must ;
One day thou’lt have to come to me.

Learning nor strength I boast— the way
Of austerities to me's unknown.
My only wealth 1s thy sweet Name,
My only pride— I am thine own.
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How wilt thou filch from me this pride,
Disown one who belongs to thea?

1 know, one day, Lord, come thou must
One day thou lt have to come to me

How can I know or plumb thy Vast?

I only know— thy breath s my breath,
My Master— thou, from age to age

Ang I— thy slave, 1n Iife and death,

Thy plighted matd of Briadaban

Redeem thy pledge— take me with thee
I know, one day, Lord, come thou must

One day thou It have to come to me

They call thee— this our world s great King,
The Primal God, the One-1n-all ,

But I, thy Mira, call thee mine
Heart—charmer, nonpareil Gopal

Im vowed to attamn to thee— unvel
Thy Face of Love I Iive to see,

I know, one day, Lotd, come thou must
One day thou It have to come to me
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ESRISH: 4
THE CLAIM

I will sing thy Name, yea, the Name will I sing
O my life’s one Goal, O my heart's one King!

On the Ganga's bank—far from the world's din,
Where the snow-tange 1s hissed by star-light serene,
I wall build a little, sweet temple of dream,

Adorned with flowers of beauty and gleam

I wall sing there thy Name, yea, thy Name will I sing,
O my Iife’s one Goal, O my heart’sone King?

There, far far away — where the world s clamour ends,
I will have none vistt me, kinsmen or friends

‘There only thy Name shall come me to woo

Thy Mir, coloured with thine own hue

And there, all day, thy Name will I sing,

QO my hife’s one Goal, O my heart’s one King !

In that vale, on my green couch, " neath the star’s eyes,
1 will drink 1n the breeze’s lullabres

As, singing thy Name, soft sleep wiil me claim,

And 11l open my eyes, again, singing thy Name

I will sing there thy Name, thy dear Name will Ising,
O my hfe’s one Goal, O my heart’s one King!

There thee with my love, I will o enfold,
That wherever Il glance, but thee I'll behold
My love, like a chatn, will bind thee so fast,
How wlt thou escape ?— to me come you must
As pauselessly thy darling Name I will sing,

O my life’s one Goal, O my heart’s one King {
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THE EVERLIVING

A time was— ah, those halcyon days,
‘When green was the earth and blue the sky,
When clouds gleamed, rainbows of bliss | Now, alas,
They but groan in pain and the lone wmands sigh ¢

A time was when— 1n this our forlorn
Brndaban presided a fadeless spning,

When His love, hike ratn, would descend us to bless
And the Jumna, in ecstasy, sing and sing |

I st1ll, friend, recall how at sunrse we all
‘Would run to His river our prtchers to fill
And how, as our bangles we tinkled to beckon,
He would hie to our tryst our wan hearts to thrill!

Then how He would ravish our souls with His love
And our eyes with His beauty— agiin and again!

How the dawns would break, a-guiver with hope !
But now our days and nights pass 1n vain!

Obh ! whither have flown those marvellous hours ?
And where are that love’s romance and thrills ?
Qur world of clamour and self has repealed
The song that redeems and the love that fulfils!

Qur Jumna still purls on the same and our meads
The same blooms bear— our Lord is the same:

¢ T1s we who have changed with our hearts grown old,
So the love that entranced how can we reclatm?

On the shore of mind's troubled ocean we raise
Toy-houses with shélls and pebbles ¢t thought 1
The heart still murmurs : “ Build not on sand
But we, fool dupes of desire, heed not!

Hark, hark : there anew, friend, He plays His haunting
Flutelet of Flame in His Grove evergreen!
Behold : how He calls and calls to us all :
The unique, mviolate, tender, serene !
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Come come : we will people His City of Bliss
And, 1narmed in His love, of His one love sing

‘Then, crowned by His love's own mandate, remould
Love's kingdom on earth, with Him for our King {

O Mira's Beloved Supreme ! to thy feet

She returns now in rapture to hymn once again
Thy miracle Name that still resurrects

The days that were deadand hopes that were slainl

THE ATTAINMENT

I have attained to Him at last,
My dream Beloved I have attatned !
“The One adored of sages and saints,
Whom few can even ghimpse— I've gatned |

1 bartered away my heart and soul
To win His Grace, Itfe’s gleaming goal :
And bound Him with love’s chain so strong
No power on carth could hurt or rend {

“To sin nor virtue [ belong,
Nor to the world of right and wrong :
I but opened my heart’s temple—door
And in came my Everlasting Friend |

Some say: ** He 1s our Lord Supreme,
The Deliverer, Pilot— pray to Him
I'sing : “ He with His loveliness
Has us, 1n Iife and death, sustained. "

O Bliss, bedecked with fadeless blooms!
Evergreen, crowned with peacock’s plumes !
‘Whose anklets ring all hearts to thrill
And Flutelet sings all pain to end {

O Nonpareil, my All-in-alll
‘Whom Mira calls her own Gopal !
Thy maid and slave from burth to birth,
I can on none but thee depend.
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THE CERTITUDE

Come thou, O Lord ! come, come to me
When shadows fall— my lone soul flush
With thy sun-love everlastingly.

My songs ring out but one refrain

* Win thee I must, O Evergreenl ™
How can Iife s little rivers slake

My yearning for thy Deep serene ?

In the world s distracting din—may I
Not miss thy love s call to the Goal
1ve improvised on myrtad themes,
11! hymn now thee alone, my Soul!l
The Flute thou playedst to ravish this
My heart—play on everlastingly
Come thou, Q Lord I come, come to me..
Honour and insult are one to me,
Nor glooms 1n the guise of gleams mislead,
No helpmate smiles nor foeman frowns,
The 1llusion of “I and mine’ 1s dead
I've overpassed the mght of pain,
Nor bave thy blissful New Dawn seen,
Deliverance I crave no mare,
Nor shun this world as a way-side 1nn
Now T ache for the Eye or Light to behold
In all thy Face everlastingly
Come thou O Lord | come, come to me..
O Mira's one Beloved { T know
One day thou'lt come me to caress
And I shall not stnk n the Abyss,
But climb to thy Peak of Blessedness
And so for acons will T wait
Till thou, some day, thyself reveal,
One who calls none but thee her own,
‘Thou shalt make thine own to fulfil,
Compassion 1s thy Name—its pledge
Redeem thou must everlastingly
Come thou, O Loxd ! come, come to me:
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THE CONVERSION

I gazed, unappeased, on my Lord, friend,
I gazed on Him longingly,
And the world dissolved as I marvelled
Az the miracle ; could it be He?

One day, in the woodland, at sunset,
Whale strolling, I found my Love,
JA Vision of bliss and beauty,

In a2 flowering Kadamba grove |

Entranced, I drank In the nectar
Of His lavish loveliness :
_A picture of Grace Supernal,

Incarnate, our eyes to bless:

Then, tenderly smiling, He raised His
Flame-Flute to His dawn-rose lips
And spilled strains of celestial rapture

All terrestrial Joy to eclipse |

Then, Ob, how the melodies gyred
All round me, like lightnings of thrill |
How the insentient things all quivered

And sentient things stood stll [
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Thereafter He started dancing,
And as He, my All-in-all,
Whitled round— all Nature applauded
The Elysian Festival 1

The world’s sorrows now seemed unreal,
Dark Fate’s dectees were repealed .
Our earth was hfted to Heaven
As Heaven to eatth was revealed !

On out Brindaban now descended
A rranscendentat Gleam :

1 lost count of the fleeting hours,
Oblivious of all but Him |

Ther, lastly, to Him I surrendered
My all— 1mpelled by His call

And when I was left with nothing,
1 found, lo, X bad won alt!

When all I had owned I disowned, frieng,
And cried : * Thy slave I would be, ™

As His playmate He claimed me, Mira,
Now His own, everlastingly !

190
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IMMINENT

My one Beloved'll come now, friend {
He’s pledged to come tonight
My ache of ages to absolve
‘With His all-healing Eaght

Behold the spring’s come 1n advance |
The boughs, in Jower, applaud and dance?
Papihas, cuckoos, peacocks— all
Acclaim Him 1n delight |
My one Beloved'll come now, friend !
He's pledged to come tomght,

The twinkling morning-stars all sing
¢ He'll come torught— our Moon and King '
To winter's pain sweet zephyrs croon *
“ His vernal troth He'll phghe (™
My one Beloved'll come now, friend ¢
He's pledged to come tonight,

Lo ! how the sunbeams chase on high
The fleeting shadows and chant ** He’smight™
Ilumined 1s my heart's dark shrine !
Blow conchs ** He heaves 1n sight 1"
My one Beloved'll come now, frtend 1
He's pledged to come tomght.

Sings Mira “ Hark how hauntingly

His Flame-Flute calis! In answer we

Wil woo Him so that come He must,
In beauty and Bliss bedight

My one Beloved'll come now, friend T
He's pledged to come tomghe,

My chains shall bind me nevermore
I've opened wide my temple-door
Surrendering my all— as my
Lifes Lord Him I'll invite
My one Beloved il come now, friend |
He's pledged te come tomght
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THE ETERNAL CITY

Let's wend to His léternal City of bliss

Farewell, our world of dark and strife and din !
‘We will to Fiis fadeless bower of Bindaban

Where He presides, our Lord, the Evergreen

Where none 1s greater deemed than hus compe 1s
And the rich and poor share 1n His equal Grace
‘Where none's a foeman — none an ahien

Far all are His own, reclaimed by blessedness

Where love's blue Jumna, purling, nipples on

And 2, love's children, live 1n love's delight,
Where love's zephyr makes flower all buds of hope

And boughs, 1n love's thnll, dance all day and mght

‘Where one desire sets every heart aflame *

To be coloured by His love-Iit rapture’s hue ,
‘Where duality 1s slatn and fears repealed

And 1n love’sthythm all learn the Beloved to woo

Sings Mira ¢ Come, friends ' we'll untrammelled fare
To His dream grove where He Ths love's flute plays,
Mssioned to heal our ancient desolate pamn
By His all-absolving wizard loveliness.

“Hark. He with beauty crowned, 1n lightning robed,
Breaks forth 1n song to redeem our vale of sighs

And, calling 1n love, our love’s one answer waits:
Begone, old Night ¥ we wnll to His new Sunrse ¢ **
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CALL AND ANSWER
MIRA :

How, Gopal, thou madst Mira burn in helpless love for thee s
My throne and Kingdom I forgot for thee everlastingly :

Oh, how thy Flute's resistless call

Came this my life and soul to enthrall:
Sundered from thee, I am a husk ; Beloved : fulfil thou me
‘Who left her throne and kingdom for thee everlastingly.

GOPAL :

How, Mira, thou calledst me in world-oblivious ecstacy,

And madst me, helpless in my love, to come to abide with theer
How resistlessly thou sangst my name
And yearnedst, in love, my love to claim :

And so I could not stay away : behold, I'm come for thee

Who madst me, hlpeless in my love, sing : * Beloved, be thou

with me**
MIRA :

How, Gopal, thou madst Mira burn in helpless love for thee:

I broke my bonds of fear and shame : thy love has made me free.
In tears of love, I cry— appeal:
Beloved : to me thy love reveal :

1 sing, in love ; my all I will surrender, Lord, to thee.

1 broke my bonds of fear and shame : thy love has made me free.

GOPAL:

How, Mira, thou calledst me in world-oblivious ecstasy -
My conch and discus I have left to play my fute for thee.
In love I come as the darling of earth,
In love as 2 mortal I seek birth,
I woo thee as thine own Gopal in love’s moon-minstrelsy,
My conch and discus [ have left to play my flute for thee.
™
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‘When might relumes her silver lamp
And lovelit blossoms spray the sky,

‘When moonbeams weave the earth’s dream robe
And clouds on coloured wings roll by :

194

‘When darkness floats on velvet waves
And silence rings her soothing hour,
A shadow play becomes the earth,
A sentinel each lovely bower,

All weary brows are sleep-caressed

And lonesome hearts are peaceful too,
To the mysuc stillness of my soul

A prayer awakens, friend, for you

May you rematn Love's constant flame
‘That burns alone for Him, dear Maud ¢
All hope and joy, all strife and pain
May bring you closer to your God

*

In this land of fear and heart-aches,
‘Where mighty titans reign,
Like firefiies come the sages
To unfurl Love's wings 1n vain

In this land of strife and suffering,
Where Falsehood's trumpets blow,

Fare, friend, beyond the Darkress,
‘Where love and nectar flow

Men sow here seeds of sorrow,
Crave joy but cling to pain+

Today they lose and tomorrow
Is but yesterday's refrain



Poised on the crest of silence,
Isaw Life’s dreams in fhght

And beheld the clamouring thoughts race
In and out of sight.

‘Who ever knows whence and whither ?
A highway was the mind ;

Some streamed in — firm, possessive,
Some stumbled — groping, bhnd.

‘Then flashed the conscious signal
And barred the way to all,
Unheeding hostile whispers
Of yearnings great and small,

‘When all was still and empty,
No joys or sorrows trod :

In stole a mighty stranger,
One lonely thought of God,

*

I have the power to hew from pain
The mould of ecstasy :

A ietle ippie on hfe’s waves
Yet I do claim the sea.

I have the courage to scan the sky
With frail half-opened wings,

‘To own the blue and taste the joy
‘The vast Infinuty brings.
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I know nat why— but when I am alone
A sigh so gently leaves my soul for thee!
An answerning call then echoes to my own
‘Thus, Love, I know that you are close to me.
I know not how— but when day's friends depart
And lonesome shadows linger dark and wide,
A flower-like flame then steals into my heart,
Thus, Lord, I see that you are by my side

*

From far away beyond thy reach, O mind !
On wings of love she comes to this dark land
My heart reveals 1ts petals to her gaze
Enfolding all T am she seeks my hand
Swiftly we cross the pale of your horizon,
On murmuring waves of soft delight we roam
Where silence whispers and where stillness flows,
“‘Where all 15 Love, my soul 1s there at home.

*

Away on the shores of memory,

Deep mn the depths of my heart
Love's peerless pearl of Etermity

Sighs  “ Take me ere you depart ™',
Men playing with waves of 1llusion

On Time's speed-boat move on -
When caught 1n the teefs of delusion

They look and the sigh 1s gone

>

What love 1s this that asks for no return ?
‘What joy that joys alone to give ?

‘What soothing flame that burns to heal each burn?
‘Who bears His cross that I may live ?

Whose Grace 1s this that comes 1n pain’s disguise
To lash and wake this soul of mne ?

Who 1n His mercy leans that I may rise ?
Is He the Friend men call Divine ?
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Tn the stlent cadence of night s moving hour,

‘When sleep carresses every care~worn brow
There blossomsa flowes-like dream 1o my heart’s bower,
A fragrant form takes shape I know not how,

A sweet sadness shimmers 1n her starry eyes,
Her lips ltke rose-buds bloom 1nto a smile
Pure as a hly, a radiant dawn from skies,
Comes rmy love to make dreams real for a while

Ed

O Minstrel, when I hear your music's strain,
My yearmng heart heaves to your melody,
Love's bow moves on the heart-strings 1n refrain ,
1 long to come, I feel you call to me
But when, O Lord, I hear your mystic flute,
Aun ecstacy strains my heart to tender pain
“Time 1s still, and even the breeze takes root
O Munstrel, won't you play your flute agan ?

*

Ta mind s blind alleys, 1n heart’s domain
O Lord be Thou my gude

Take not my sorrow, my strife, my pain,
But take away my pride

When the soul 1s rushed by hfe's high tide
To the ego’s whirling deep,

Be Thou my stay, with me abide
In hfe and lasting sleep

>

If in hife’s eve, love's moon, you come to call
And steeped 1 tllusion deaf my ears be,

‘With Thy thunder, O Lord, break my little wall,
But leave me not—for I belong to Thee

If in ni1ght’s hush, love's dawn, you come agamn
And 1n blind sleep my eyes droop heavily,

O Compassionate, wake me with hight s lash of pain,
Buc leave me not—for I belong to Thee
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Somewhere 1n the dath night a star was lost :
One little star 1n the star-speckied sky .
Its lictle light, clung, quvering, for its life,
Like a hope 1t twinkled, then swooned ltke asig

Somewhere in the dim heart 2 hope was lost
One little hope 1n the grim swirl of strife,
A whispering truth, 1t clamoured for its right,
It struggled ..but the storms soon quenched ttshit

Somewhere 1n the wide world a hife was lost
One Iittle song was hushed before 1ts hour
QOne star, one hope, one life—the world forgot
The Creatorsmiled “But these I made to flower.

>

O Boatman, wont ycu take me across,
‘Take me across the niver?

Heavy my load, my mind’s at a loss,
‘What can one give to the Giver ?

A love-lit faith or a thankful prayer
Is all that belongs to me

Wont you accept this as your fare
And take me along with thee ?

Stormy the might and weary my heart,
For long I have stood on the shore :

Unafur! the sails, from the land depart :
Take me, I can wait no more.

a



When night is nigh and sunbeams part,
Hox weary grows at eve my heart (

In vain is lost another day ,

And still, my Love stayed away !

A new hope shines with each naw star,
The twitight murmurs—you are nor far,
A dawn will follow the darkest hour:
You'll blossom in my heart’s lonely bower

>

The pearly stars, the silver moon,
The golden dawn [ see:

The dew-kissed shyly-blushing rose,
The courting bumble bee:

The blue-bells swaying in the breeze,
The meadows' emerald green ;

The mighty peak of a distant hill,
Like a lonesome haughty queen !

In pride the angry clouds roll by,
Ther with humble hearts they bow:
1 see thy cosmic shadow-play,
But Beloved, where art Thou?
The sky leans down to meet the earth,
Deeps greet the virgin brook ;
Saft slumber soothes each weary brow,
Hope blooms in every look,

Spring answers the eager calling bird,
Fulfilling every tree...

But my lone heart is yearning still...
For Beloved, I see not Thee.



DADA WE BOW TO

Hail, O heavenly munstrel, hail, we bow to thee !
O thou roseate dawn of love's deep ecstasy |

Hail, O son of Laght, we earthlings bow to thee !
Lean to us, ethereal friend, our pilot be

Sing, O Bard of Brindaban, of thy Gopal -

He who plays His haunting flute through thy love's call _
Sing again of the Blue's domain, O song bird free

Build 2 bridge “tween us and the sky of melody !

Leave us not 1n bondage, Friend, for we are thine
Set our hearts aflame ! Oh, let onr love now shine |
Give that we may learn to love and hve like thee !
Be our gwde and stay, for ever cur Master be !

January 22, 1958 —INDIRA
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